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their army laid aside, or while attempting to cross the river;
that no other so good an opportunity could oceur, and that the
English were too powerful to be met in open battle. Beaujeu
was evidently disheartened, seeing the strength of the English,
and seemed in great denbt what to do, but at length gave orders
to commence the attack. The action was at once commenced,
and the English officers, who had their little towels pinned over
their breasts, seized their arms and took part in the conflict;
and a good many of them were killed with these napkins still
pinned on their coats—showing how suddenly they rushed into
the battle. The English occupying the lowest ground, almost
invariably over-shot the French, and their ecannon balls would
strike the trees half way up, among the branches. In the battle,
Beaujen was killed, but the French and Indian loss was very
small; and the most who were killed and injured, were not hit
by the bullets of the enemy, but by the falling limbs cut from
the trees by the over-shooting of the English cannon.

The English being defeated, and driven back with heavy
loss, the first thing to claim De Langlade’s attention was, to
cause the immense stores and supplies which the English
had abandoned, to be searched, and all the liquors poured
upon the ground, lest the Indians should indulge so freely in
potations as to render them dangerous to the French and to
each other, While the Indians looked with sorrow upon this
apparent waste of what, in their estimation, is generally re-
garded as the greatest of worldly comforts, they did not ven-
ture to interfere with any directions of their venerated leader.
They found enough of excitement, however, at the time, in
searching and stripping the bodies of the slain. Most of the
British officers were superbly clothed, this being their first
campaign since their arrival from Great Britain, and their
clothing and equipage were objects of interest and value to
the Indians. Nor were the Indians alone engaged in secur-
ing the plunder, for the French, or many of them, were also



